
EDL 714 (Cohort 2009)
Final Project Due Wednesday, December 15 (to Assure On-Time Final Grade)
Summarizing, Critiquing, and Analyzing the Implications of a Research Study

Your final project for EDL 714 asks you to analyze one additional research study, this time of your own choosing.  The assignment includes three parts: a 350-word abstract, a critique, and an analysis of the implications of the article of your dissertation research.
The article you choose should have the following characteristics: 
1. It is relevant to proposed area of study for dissertation research.

2. It is of good quality (as indicated by the peer-reviewed academic journal in which it has been published).

3. It reports data that are qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methodology (no research reviews, meta-analyses, or theoretical pieces). 
Once again, you are asked to summarize the study but this time in 350 or fewer words. The limit we are requiring is consistent with the requirements of Dissertation Abstracts International for a published abstract.  For more guidance on content, see APA 5, pp. 12-15 (ignoring APA’s limit of just 120 words) or APA 6, pp. 25-27. 
Then you are asked to provide thorough and concise critique.  You are also asked to explain the conceptual and methodological implications of the study for the dissertation project you have in mind, as well as the implications of the researchers’ findings and conclusions for your study.

As always use citations and attach a reference list.

See also the attached rubric.

Rubric for Final EDL 714 Project (Due December 15)
Name ______________________________ 

Cohort   2009

Evaluated by _______
Date __________

	Standard
	Needs Development
	Expected Level of Quality
	Distinguished


	Your 350-word abstract includes all required elements, applies guidance from APA 5 or 6, and demonstrates your ability to use the language of research. 

	You have failed to identify, or been incomplete in identifying:

__purpose/problem/questions

__research design and method (including participants)
__findings and implications 

	You have accurately and concisely described the required elements.  However, when compared to a distinguished performance, you are somewhat less clear and specific, or you have not been as effective in using research terminology.
	You have identified the all elements with particular clarity and specificity, and you have used research terminology appropriately. Given the 350-word limit, you have written a concise and very effective abstract.

	Your critique provides a summative evaluation of the article as an example of educational research and scholarship, focusing on: 

· Conceptual framework and lit review.

· Soundness of the research methods.

· Sensibleness of the author’s conclusions.

· Suggestions for improvement.

· Implications of the study.

· The credibility and rigor of this author’s scholarship (i.e. conceptual framework, literature citations, transparency, quality control procedures). 
	You fail to provide a summative evaluation of this text as an example of educational research and scholarship, or you do this at a very superficial level. 

	You provide an accurate summative evaluation of this text as an example of educational research and scholarship. Compared to a distinguished performance, less precise, concise, and comprehensive.
	You provide an accurate summative evaluation of this text as an example of educational research and scholarship, indicating both strengths and weaknesses, and assessing it according to the range of specified criteria. You do this concisely, yet with a high degree of technical precision. 

	As appropriate, you have carefully explained the conceptual connections between the article you have chosen and the dissertation you have begun to conceptualize.
	You have not addressed conceptual links effectively.
	You have drawn appropriate connections, neither over-stating nor under-stating the importance of the study.
	

	As appropriate, you have carefully explained the potential methodological implications of the research you critiqued for the dissertation research you are planning.


	You have not addressed methodological implications effectively.
	You have drawn appropriate connections, neither over-stating nor under-stating the importance of the study.
	

	As appropriate, you have carefully explained how researchers’ findings and conclusions are relevant your dissertation study.

 
	You have not addressed the implications of the findings and conclusions effectively.
	You have drawn appropriate connections, neither over-stating nor under-stating the importance of the study.


	

	You wrote effectively in 4 or fewer pages [in addition to title page/abstract/references].
	This paper suggests that you may need individualized guidance in improving writing skills for dissertation work. Areas of concern:


	Your writing is generally good, but you may need to improve the following:​​​​​​​​

	Based on this essay, writing will be an area of strength; you may be able to help support others.

	You used APA style appropriately, with special emphasis on correct citations and references, headings, and other features that we have addressed.
	Not at the expected standard:

__Format

__Headings

__Use of numbers (1 or one, etc.)
__Citations

__References


	Formatting, headings, numbers and citations include few or no errors; reference list reflects understanding of APA style with minor errors such as: 

	You provide evidence of a thorough understanding of APA style. Your advisor will be thrilled to be able to focus on content!



Comments:
